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Here we are at the end of another busy and fun summer on Hess Lake!  

It was another great year! We kicked things off with a wonderful Meet & Greet, enjoyed a 
Band Party and Cornhole Tournament, and had our best turnout yet at the Annual  
Membership Picnic! 

Our Neighborhood Watch is back up and running strong, thanks to the many volunteers who 
have stepped up to help keep our community safe. 

The Association continued its efforts to manage the goose population through the egg  
destruction program. We also had the opportunity to partner with the Hess Lake Board to 
stock fish in the lake this fall. Both of these efforts are funded entirely through our Wildlife 
Fund, made possible by the generous contributions of our residents. Thank you! 

We're always looking for volunteers to help with events, new ideas for activities and   
programs! If you have suggestions, please reach out to your zone representative or any  
Association board member. Contact information can be found at www.hesslake.com. 
 
Brian Meyer, HLIA President 
(517) 243-8764 
brianrmeyer@comcast.net 

A lake community is like a family, connected by the shared love and care for the water that unites us.  
Together, we can build a safe and thriving environment for everyone to enjoy . 

http://www.hesslake.com


News from the Hess Lake Board  
The Hess Lake Improvement Board has had another busy year working to protect and improve the health of Hess Lake! 
Throughout 2026, efforts focused on aquatic plant control, fisheries management, fish habitat improvements, water 
quality monitoring, and education. 

Aquatic Plant Control 
The goal of our aquatic plant control program is to reduce invasive species, such as Eurasian milfoil and curly-leaf 
pondweed, while protecting beneficial native plants. 
In June, 12.25 acres of Eurasian milfoil were treated with herbicides, providing control throughout much of the growing 
season. During the July survey, two native plant species, Illinois pondweed and Chara, were observed in areas where 
they had not previously been documented. This is encouraging news for the health of our lake! 

Septic System Pumping Incentive 
The Hess Lake Improvement Board offered a $100 septic pumping rebate to the first 100 residents who applied.  
More than 40 residents have already taken advantage of this program! Proper septic system maintenance is an  
important part of protecting our lake's water quality. 

Fish Stocking 
Working with recommendations from DNR fisheries biologists, the Hess Lake Improvement Board is continuing efforts 
to diversify our fish population and help control carp reproduction. 
This fall's fish stocking includes: 1,950 Yellow Perch (5–7 inches), 1,950 Black Crappie (4–6 inches),  
2,250 Bluegill (4–6 inches), stocked by the Hess Lake Improvement Association on October 2. These efforts are an 
investment in the long-term health of our lake and its fishery! 

Fish Habitat Improvements 
A demonstration project is underway to install woody fish habitat structures along two Hess Lake properties this fall. 
These structures are intended to help reduce wave action and water turbidity while creating valuable habitat for fish 
and aquatic plants. They will be designed so they do not interfere with boat navigation. 
With assistance from MSU Extension and Progressive Companies, the project team will also apply for a grant through 
the Fremont Area Community Foundation. Once completed, residents will be able to see these improvements firsthand! 

Water Quality Monitoring 
Water quality sampling took place in August at three of Hess Lake's deeper basins. Testing included water temperature, 
dissolved oxygen, chlorophyll-a, water clarity, and total phosphorus. This information helps monitor the overall health of 
our lake and guide future decisions. 

Looking Ahead 
An annual report summarizing the aquatic plant community and water quality findings will be provided to the Hess Lake  
Improvement Board and posted this winter at www.hesslakeimprovementboard.org. 

Thank you to everyone involved in these projects and to our residents who continue to support efforts to protect and 
improve Hess Lake.  

Keeping Hess Lake healthy takes all of us!  
 
Bart Calvi, President 
Hess Lake Improvement Board 

http://www.hesslakeimprovementboard.org/


- Highlights of Summer 2026 -  

 

Hess Lake Community -  
Making Memories Together!  





 

 

Hess Lake Neighborhood Watch Association (HLNWA) – 2026 Recap 

Greetings from the Hess Lake Neighborhood Watch Association! 

2026 has been another successful year for HLNWA! Our membership has grown to 313 members, we launched 
Operation Porch Light, and our law enforcement partners provided a valuable safety training for our  
community. 

Thanks to the involvement and support of our members, we continue to make a positive difference in keeping our 
Hess Lake community safe. 

As we head into the fall and winter months, when some of our neighbors leave for warmer weather, we encour-
age everyone to remain vigilant. Keep an eye on your surroundings and report any suspicious activity to law  
enforcement. 

If you're heading south for the winter, consider letting a trusted neighbor know and providing a contact number 
in case something comes up with your property. 

A strong neighborhood watch starts with neighbors looking out for one another! 

Thank you for your continued involvement and support. Stay safe and enjoy the rest of the year! 

John Forner 
HLNWA Director 



 


